
 

        

Christmas 2011 

 

 Insp  re 
 
 
The quarterly Magazine  
of St Mary-le-Tower 
The Civic Church  
of Ipswich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.stmaryletower.org.uk 

http://www.stmaryletower.org.uk/


  

EDITORIAL  

 

We hope you enjoy this festive edition of Inspire.  I am writing this 

having just taken part in the Christmas Tree Festival Songs of Praise.   

 

One of the carols, In The Bleak Midwinter, by Christina Rosetti was chosen by 

Louise Brown who is one of the organisers of the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter.  

She spoke about offering hope to the homeless and how sometimes a small gesture 

can be all it takes to get someone back on track.  The project is truly an inspiration, 

showing how teamwork ï amongst churches, agencies and volunteers - and trust in 

God can help to bring about a shared vision. There is more information at their 

website http://www.iwns.org.uk/   

 

As one of the ómeeters and greetersô at the Christmas Tree Festival I was struck by 

how that has also been the result of a shared vision brought about by a great deal of 

dedication and hard work.  But it has also been about fellowship and how all of us 

have been able to ódo our partô. 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

  

With very best wishes from the editorial team to all our readers and their friends and 

families for a blessed Christmas and a peaceful 2012. 

Bridget Hanley  

 

 
 

http://www.iwns.org.uk/
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Message from the Vicar  

They offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

At Christmastime, many people make their pilgrimage to a place of worship 

to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  At carol services and midnight services and crib 

services we follow the shepherds and the magi in order ourselves to behold the 

mystery of God made human, and to worship him.  Both shepherds and magi were 

greatly surprised to find their new King lying in a lowly manger, which begs the 

question as to what surprises our Christmas worship might have for us. 

Worship is about affirming the things that we try and put at the heart of our 

lives, both individually and together.  The things that give light to the path before us, 

the things that strengthen us in times of adversity, and the things that make us a 

blessing to others rather than a burden.  And when we worship Jesus, we affirm the 

Christian values he proclaimed, his active presence in our own lives and the life of 

the community around us, and our own desire to take our part in the divine work of 

renewal.  And like the magi, we bring him our gifts; of time and energy, devotion 

and prayer, skills and money.   

As we look towards 2012, in many way little seems to have changed in 2011.  

The same challenges all seem to be still there, and if anything they appear even 

greater.  This is true of our church life as well as of the nation.  As I have written 

separately in my Advent letter to the congregation (available in church), our PCC 

faces some significant financial decisions in 2012. 

But Christians face all challenges from the perspective of our worship of 

Jesus.  His is the light the illuminates the way ahead; his is the strength that teaches 

us to gather our courage; and his is the grace that turns us from our self absorption.  

The Christian Way is one of joyful service and sacrifice, for this is way that Jesus 

showed us, and which he revealed as the true way of hope and peace. 

So what are the gifts that each of us should bring at Christmastime?  Many 

will make a special donation to a good cause.  Some will bring their good intentions 

and resolutions for the coming year.  Some will bring their sorrow and regrets for 

the year that is past.  Many will bring their thanksgiving for all lifeôs blessings.  But 

above all we should simply bring ourselves, and in wonder and awe offer anew all 

that we are.   

For this is the call of the Christ Child.  Whatever lies ahead, the good 

purposes of God call us to take our own part, and sometimes, often, we will indeed 

be surprised by what he calls us to do. 

Canon Charles 
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Christmas Tree Festival 
This was our second annual 
Christmas Tree Festival, and it 
well fulfilled our hopes and 
expectations for a bigger festival 
in every way.  There were more 
trees; 100 in all with 78 
organisations and families taking 
part.  We had over 1,000 visitors 
including children.  Over 100 
people came to the Gala 
Opening, and many said how 
much they enjoyed that evening.   

The Songs of Praise was once again well attended with some very interesting 
interviews.  There was more for children this year with story- telling on the 
Saturday and a popular quiz to do as they went around the trees.  Overall, £500 
�K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���U�D�L�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�D�\�R�U�·�V���F�K�D�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���…�������������I�R�U���F�K�X�U�F�K���I�X�Q�G�V�������7�K�H���0�D�\�R�U�·�V��
charities received 50% of the proceeds from the Gala Opening and the Songs of 
Praise and 10% of other proceeds. 

So a very big thank you to the committee and 
everyone who worked for the festival, and 
especially to Mark Murphy and Lesley Dolphin 
who opened the festival and Rob Dunger who 
did the interviews at the Songs of Praise.  The 
support of these BBC Radio Suffolk 

personalities 
is very much 

appreciated.  
Thanks also 
to Ed Max 
who read the 
stories on 

Saturday.  
More photos 
on page 19. 
 
 
 

 


